
“A blending of portraiture, words, 
caricature and letterforms into a 
unique and loving tribute. The 
ABC’s and the masters of jazz 
never had a better partner! ”

—Scott Gustafson, winner of 
Spectrum’s Grand Master Award for Illustration

“Here in this collection, the journeyman 
stands beside the giant, as would be the 
case on the stage of any major jazz club... 
Neil is improvising on a form here—the 
alphabet—taking ideas and inspiration 
from his ears, sending it all through his 
hands and into our eyes. Yeah, man. 
Dig it.”

—Matt Ferguson, long time Chicago bassist, 
band mate of Von Freeman 

for the last 10 years of Freeman’s life

“Look closely enough and you can 
hear the music. ”

—From the foreword by Neil Tesser, 
Grammy winning author, critic, and broadcaster
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     Duke Ellington turned down an art 
scholarship to Pratt Institute. And he dropped out of 
Armstrong Manual Training School, where he was 
studying commercial art. Why? Because he loved music 
more. After more than 1,000 compositions over 50 
years—the largest recorded personal jazz legacy— 
it seems he made the right choice.


